EXECUTIVE SUMMARY TO THE INVITATION
The Czech Army intends to increase the fighting capacity of its ground forces, in homeland defence and on deployed operations, and is preparing the procurement of wheeled armoured vehicles in a range of fighting and specialised configurations, i.e. wheeled fighting vehicles and wheeled armoured personnel carriers.

On the basis of the operational structure of the Czech Army, derived from the transition to a professional army, it has been determined that 199 wheeled armoured vehicles in a range of configurations are required. The MoD would like to have the option to increase this number by 35 vehicles. Detailed conditions of this option will be set out in the tender documentation for this procurement.  In order to ensure a common chassis configuration across the vehicle fleet the MoD has decided in favour of standardisation on an 8 x 8 configuration.

In relation to the acquired assets MoD requires delivery of logistic and training support. 

The MOD further requires the contractor to agree to provide defined services for operational support of the delivered vehicles during their lifecycle which the Czech army will not be able to provide through its own forces and means. This will be ensured through a framework arrangement which will form a part of the contract between MoD and the contractor. This framework arrangement will set out fundamental terms and conditions of the future agreements which will be entered into by MoD and the contractor, and will secure future provision of such services.  

The MoD must ensure that the Czech economy benefits from the acquisition of the wheeled fighting vehicles and wheeled armoured personnel carriers. This task, among others, can be derived from the Resolution of the Government dated 5 January 2005 no. 9 on principles of implementation of industrial co-operation programmes (offset programmes) as well as from the Decree no. 3/2005 of the Minister of Industry and Trade on implementation of industrial co-operation programmes. Implementation of offset programmes represents one of the requirements posed on bidders in this procurement.

It is expected that the vehicles required within this procurement will be delivered during the years 2007 – 2012 according to the given delivery schedule. The specified services which the Czech Army will not be able to provide by its own forces are expected to be provided over the lifespan of the assets.

Interested parties which will submit Expressions of Interest will receive the Prequalification Questionnaire (PQQ) and Preliminary Information Memorandum (PIM). The bidders’ responses to the PQQ will be then used as a basis for evaluation of the bidders’ capability to participate in the second phase of this procurement.

Please send the Expressions of Interest in Czech and English language by e-mail and facsimile to the following e-mail address and fax number: 

E-mail: martinj1@army.cz
Fax: +420 973 211 013
In the Expression of Interest please provide contact details (name, address, fax number and e-mail address) of the person to whom the Preliminary Information Memorandum and Pre-qualification Questionnaire shall be sent. 

Expressions of Interest will be accepted until 27 May 2005, 12:00 Central European Time (CET). 

Please confirm the delivery of PIM and PQQ by fax and e-mail to the address and number set out above as soon as you receive PIM and PQQ.

Completed PQQs must be delivered by the bidder to the address stated in PIM within the period from 20 June until 22 June 2005, 9:00 - 14:00 CET. For further information please see PIM.
